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in question should be monogamous, both on account
of our traditions and for economic reasons.

Unfortunately the institution of the family pre-
sents some of the same difficulties as the existence
of secret societies, which result from the problem of
an imperium in imperio. The State can go to one
of two extremes. One extreme is typified in
Roman Law, where the father has all the powers of
punishment, including that of life and death, over
his wife and children. The sons never (or hardly
ever) pass out of the patria potestas unless or until
they survive their father; nor do the daughters
unless or until they marry or become Vestal virgins.
Considering also that the father had the right of
infanticide as well as of selling his son for a slave we
observe a degree of paternal power which the world
is scarcely likely to see again.

We find almost a complete antithesis to this in
the modern world, where collectivist doctrines are
expressing themselves in the servile state. From
this point of view the family is only recognised as a
convenient instrument of the State for continuing
the population, though this recognition is also a
decorous concession to Christian morality. The
modern collectivist never seems to realise that the
family is at all essential in itself. Nothing horrifies
him more than the survival from the Roman Law of
that admirable institution, the Family Council, on
the Continent. Each child when born has a right
to live, and becomes a citizen educated and even fed
by the State when the parents are unable to pay for
the food and unwilling to pay for the education.
Where either parent is unable to pay the State no